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In our collective imagination, the
West has always meant new
approaches and new beginnings. In
Cochrane, Alberta, we live like this
everyday.

Beyond oil and gas, ranching, and
heavy industry, Alberta’s frontier
spirit has been reborn with new
technology, innovative industrial
solutions and inspiring
entrepreneurship. And Cochrane is
its inspiration.

COCHRANEInspiring Innovators
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Some places feed the spirit
And places that feed the spirit are good for business

INSPIRED
Workplace: Cochrane is the destination choice for smart, savvy, leading-edge professionals who choose to be inspired as they summit the
peak of success. A calm atmosphere, abundant recreation and a way of living that welcomes your individuality — that’s Cochrane.

Commute: Leave behind big-city commutes. The day starts with a short drive and free parking. Biking or walking is an option as well.
International travel means a short 40-minute drive to the international airport through some of the most gorgeous scenery on the planet.

Management Style: Co-operative, straight-shooting culture that values straight-up, face-to-face business over red tape and
bureaucratic barbed wire. 

Meetings: Business meetings become feasts of inspiration over meals at some of Alberta’s best casual or fine dining choices. Hold a
strategy session at a coffee house that inspires fresh thinking. World-famous grass-fed Alberta beef, locally grown produce, as well as
vegetarian, vegan and gluten-free choices - all served up with a Cochrane smile. That’s how things are done here.

Recreation: Celebrate life with active outdoor pursuits. Recreation is a priority here. Enjoy bike-friendly streets, 42 km of hiking trails,
rinks, playing fields, and the most pristine and celebrated natural playgrounds on Earth. Opportunities for inspired recreation are unmatched. 
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• Best educated workforce in Canada. (Statistics Canada, National Household Survey 2011)
• Highest percentage of top income earners in Canada is in Cochrane, Alberta. (Statistics
Canada, National Household Survey 2011)

• Most business friendly; NO business tax.
• Award-winning urban planning. (Canadian Institute of Planners, Planning Excellence Award
2013 for Open Space Master Plan)

• First among communities to establish a community-led sustainability plan. (www.cochrane.ca)
• Greatest number of hours of sunshine in Canada. (www.tripadvisor.ca)
• Alberta is the Most Entrepreneurial Province in Canada according to Global
Entrepreneurship Monitor: 50% more new ventures than the national
average and most of those are in the business-to-business sector.

• Most entrepreneurial in all of Canada. According to the Canadian
Federation of Independent Business, Cochrane and area
ranks 1st among Canada's Top Entrepreneurial Cities. 
(CFIB, 2012, 2013, 2014)

COCHRANE 

40.7%

59.3%

HOME BASED
NON HOME BASED

ENTREPRENEURS*
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COCHRANE: A PLACE OF FIRSTS, BESTS AND MOSTS
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The new world economy values independent creators, wherever
they are. Now, when efficient, affordable travel and global connectivity
allow professionals to work from anywhere, engineers, designers,
programmers and other innovators choose to work from Cochrane. In
fact, 41% of our local businesses operate out of homes. These
business owners recognize that Cochrane is the best place in Canada
to be an entrepreneur.

There's a reason innovators choose Cochrane.
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*TOWN OF COCHRANE,ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 2014

Inspiring Innovators

“It’s a great place to raise a family and feel connected
to your community. So much so, that after being here for

a few years, I left my engineering job and started a small
business here in town.”
- Mark Denton, Owner



COCHRANE

Cochrane residents are the best educated, highest income earners in
Alberta. To businesses, the resulting combination of skilled labour, high disposable
income, and a historic ranching culture of neighbourliness, entrepreneurial spirit
and strong work ethic all add up to a a place where creative ideas can become
reality and sometimes go on to conquer the world.

PERCENTAGE OF 25-64 YEAR OLDS WITH POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION
(Communities over 15,000 population)
Source: Statistics Canada, National Household Survey 2011
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GROWING, TALENTED, EDUCATED POPULATION

SKILLED LABOUR
POST SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS WITHIN 30 KM

Alberta College of Art & Design
Bow Valley College

Mount Royal University
Southern Alberta Institute of Technology (SAIT)

University of Calgary
University Research Park
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Inspiring Innovators

“As an entrepreneur in Cochrane, I have had the
pleasure of working with many of the businesses in town.
Each one of them has been supportive and has helped

me and my business to grow. I pour myself into my designs
every day. In return, I am now seeing growth and

recognition, and feeling satisfaction. Thanks Cochrane!”
– Shannon Cote, Owner
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COCHRANE

HEAD OFFICE: COCHRANE, AB
4iiii Innovations leads the Wearable Technologies market
with innovative devices that improve sports performance.
Their products deliver uninterrupted real-time information
precisely when needed, so that athletes and sports
enthusiasts alike can maximize their efforts. Whether this
means a podium position or a personal best, their goal is
to change the face of sports technology to truly reflect
the hard work athletes and enthusiasts put into their
passion. Their engineers are leading innovators in the
field, and are dedicated to eliminating distractions,
increasing focus, and helping users produce better
results. 4iiii is focused on helping you become smarter,
faster, and safer.

HEAD OFFICE: COCHRANE, AB
TRIUM is Western Canada’s largest hybrid chemical oxidation

(ChemOx®) remediation company and is recognized as the benchmark
in the industry for efficiency, safety and sustainability. 

"We’ve been proudly Cochrane-based since 2006. Cochrane is part
of our success formula and that advantage has allowed us to

expand our presence in Western Canada and represent our
industry sector in Alberta’s international trade missions." 

- Jevins Waddell, P.Tech. (Eng.), CLC Executive Director / Operations

HEAD OFFICE: COCHRANE, AB
Garmin Cochrane is committed to building the best-in-class

sport, fitness and wellness devices. They are proud to contribute
to the exciting portfolio of Garmin products, to service the global

wireless industry through their ANT ultra-low power
communications, and to deliver Dynastream products to

worldwide OEM customers.

"Easy living helps us push our limits. Cochrane’s an excellent
backdrop for fueling our industry-renowned creativity and
expertise. We take advantage of the great trails, courts,

rinks, etc. for testing products as well as for building a team
second-to-none. Without the ‘noise’ of a big city, we can focus

on being the best...and have fun doing it!" 
- Jim Rooney, Managing Director
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“We test our sports technologies on the trails
in and around Cochrane—right outside our
front door! Our staff and their families
take in the amazing mountain views and
year-round outdoor pursuits while
maximizing their performance through our
devices. Whether cycling, skating, skiing,
boarding, or simply taking in a lunchtime run,
Cochrane offers us all of the outlets we
need to make the best out of life!” 
- Greg Lund, Director of Software Engineering

"You can just pick up the phone and talk
to other local business owners to get all
the services you need. Flooring,
electrical, networking, website hosting,
business signs… everything was available
here in town. The Town office was also
easy to work with. So moving here was
really pleasant."

- Ralph Hindle, Owner

J O I N  T H E S E  I N S P I R E D  I N N O V A T O R S I N C O C H R A N E

HEAD OFFICE: COCHRANE, AB
A high-tech analytical laboratory, specializing in
developing methods for finding trace contaminants in
water, such as veterinary drugs, pharmaceuticals, and
algae toxins such as microcystins.
Vogon Labs is the only lab in Canada with ISO 17025
accreditation for the analysis of naphthenic acids in water
by HPLC/high resolution mass spectrometry. These acids
are toxic compounds found in oil sands processed water,
which are not allowed to be discharged into the
environment. 

Inspiring Innovators

Home
of



COCHRANE

HEAD OFFICE: COCHRANE, AB
Alberta Metal Works is a full service industrial supply
shop for fabrication materials. Their skilled group of
people combined have over 15 years experience in
equipment fabrication in the construction, oil and gas,
and industrial equipment industries.

HEAD OFFICE: COCHRANE, AB
Hunterwood Technologies Ltd. designs and manufactures
equipment to compress forages into high-density bales for
the global forage export industry.

"We have the most diverse set of solutions to
meet our global clients’ requirements. The

Town of Cochrane provides the creative and
professional environment that is required for
us to successfully produce equipment for our
clients, and is a key factor in our ability to

attract and retain our staff."
– Doug Fisher, Vice President

“Cochrane is a relaxed town with all
the amenities we need to be

successful. Having a beautiful
environment and a nice atmosphere

attracts a lot of skilled and
educated people. For our industry,

these people are the most
valuable resource of all.” 

– Tom Groenland, CEO
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HEAD OFFICE: COCHRANE, AB
North Rig designs and manufactures

automated equipment for the most efficient
and safe pipe handling operations on oil and

gas drilling and service rigs.

HEAD OFFICE: COCHRANE, AB
WestWork Technology is an electronics design and

manufacturing house. On the design side they are currently
developing IoT technology that will significantly lower the

difficulty of making small, wireless Internet-connected devices.
They have extensive experience in miniaturizing electronics and
work closely with other innovators to make products ready for

mass production. With their manufacturing facility they are able
to build the smallest cell-phone-grade designs with some of the

fastest prototype turnaround times in the industry. 

Inspiring Innovators

"We're going into our 20th year of
operations. Cochrane has supported our
company by providing an ideal place to
operate. As part of the Cochrane
manufacturing community, we are
excited to work with our neighboring
companies, to provide world-class heavy
duty equipment"
- Victor Beda, EET, Design Manager

“Our employees appreciate the small-town
atmosphere and close proximity to schools
and shopping. Being situated 20 minutes
outside of Calgary gives us convenient
access to our largest customer base.” 
– Brett Braaten, Marketing Director



In business, talk of peak performance, or reaching new
heights, is so common it has become cliché. But say it in
comfortable shoes at a café meeting where the Rocky
Mountains perpetually rest in the corner of your eye, and
those words suddenly ring true.

In the fresh Cochrane air, after a few good-morning
smiles, it’s easy to feel like you’ve already succeeded
before you’ve even started your day. And with
population growth of 28% between 2006 and 2011, we
can safely say we aren’t the only ones who feel this way.

The real reason more and more businesses are choosing
Cochrane is that frontier spirit we speak of: striving
to achieve a better balance in how we live,
learn, work, play, and prosper. 

Small-town feel meets big-city
convenience in unparalleled
natural beauty

COCHRANE 
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Live, Learn, Work, Play, Prosper WORLD-CLASS NATURE AND RECREATION WITHIN 90 MINUTES
• Ghost Lake recreation area • Kananaskis • Canmore • Banff

Inspiring Innovators

“After looking at all the possible places to open our
business, one location stood out among the other

choices. With no business tax, high per capita
incomes, and a dynamic and vibrant community in
which to grow, Cochrane had everything we were

looking for. A supportive town administration with fair
and straight forward processes only further confirmed

we had made the right decision. Cochrane is the clear
choice — and open for business.” 

- Tom Powell, Owner
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Edmonton

Calgary

COCHRANE

Location. Location.
Cochrane is nestled in the Bow River Valley on the scenic Highway 1A just west of
the city of Calgary. It is a peaceful community surrounded by foothills and ranches.
Cochrane’s proximity to Calgary positions it within the largest metropolitan area in
Alberta: one of the fastest growing regions in Canada.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURES
January: -11.8 C (10.8 F)
April: 3.3 C (37.9 F)
July: 16.4 C (61.5 F)
October: 5.5 C (41.9 F)

POPULATION
20,708*
* 2014 Municipal Census

TRANSPORTATION CONNECTIONS BY ROAD
• 13 minutes to Calgary city limits (17 km)
• 13 minutes to Trans Canada Highway / Highway1 (13.5 km)
• 28 minutes to downtown Calgary (35 km)
• 40 minutes to Calgary International Airport (37.8 km)
• 3 ½ hours to US border

TRANSPORTATION CONNECTIONS BY AIR
• 70 minutes to Vancouver (hub for access 

to Pacific markets)
• 5 hours to Toronto

CLIMATE
Precipitation: 50 cm (19.5 inches) annually
Rain: 28 cm (11.1 inches) annually
Sunshine: 2,341 hours annually
Frost-free days: 112 days annually
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C O C H R A N E ,  A L B E R T A


